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Expense Reduction Idea

FORDSTAR NG Project Choice

On 3/27/03 Ford Motor Company issued a policy change to all Ford and Lincoln Mercury dealers regarding dealership high speed Internet access. Ford is requiring “all dealerships, regardless of their size or location, to install high speed Internet capability (128K or faster) by 12/31/2003.”

Ford has estimated that 80% of dealerships already meet this requirement. To assist those 1,000 remaining dealerships in choosing an ISP, Ford has launched a national initiative, FORDSTAR Next Generation Project Choice (1-866-765-5582). Ford has partnered with reputable companies to bring dealers the most customized, efficient service for their particular needs. Internet access pricing and availability fluctuates from region to region based on carrier, the dealer’s distance from local telecommunications facilities and other factors. Project Choice obtains quotes from multiple providers in each local area.

Why you should use Project Choice:

1. You can get an evaluation even if you currently have HSIA

2. Vendors see each others prices and compete for your business

3. Your “apples-to apples” quote compares vendors, speeds, terms and prices

4. Professional consulting and research services are offered at no charge

5. Ensures compliance with Ford’s requirements

6. Ensures compliance with NADA’s Olympus Guidelines

7. In the event of service interruption there is “one throat to choke”

8. There is no obligation to act on your quotes

Our dealership had a T-1 circuit with Broadwing and our monthly fee was $650. With Project Choice, we switched to McLeodUSA for the same bandwidth for $438.41 per month (with a $392.39 setup fee). We will save $2,146.69 this year, and $2,539.08 next year if we renew.

